
I. Agorist Philosophy



Origins

Agorist [uh-gore-ist] philosophy finds its roots in the work of Samuel Edward Konkin III, a 
libertarian writer, publisher, and activist. Konkin published two books on the subject: “New Libertarian 
Manifesto” and “An Agorist Primer.” Unfortunately, Konkin passed away before he was able to finish 
his magnum opus, to be entitled “Counter-Economics,” and was also unable to complete his book on 
Agorist theory, which was simply to be called “Agorism.”1 His tireless work for the cause of liberty has 
served as an inspiration to the next generation of agorists, ones who look to emerging technologies and 
covert activities as a means of spreading and maintaining freedom in their communities. This book is 
intended to continue Konkin's work and highlight the advancements in agorism since his passing. The 
author can only hope that this work achieves a fraction of the success of the progenitor works in New 
Libertarian Manifesto and An Agorist Primer written by SEKIII. 

In “An Agorist Primer,” Samuel Edward Konkin III defined Agorism as: the consistent 
integration of libertarian theory with counter-economic practice; an agorist is one who acts consistently 
for freedom and in freedom.2 Libertarianism is defined as: the initiation of violence or the threat thereof 
(coercion) against a person or their justly acquired property is immoral and forbidden; nothing else is.3 
The counter-economy is defined as: all (non-coercive) human action committed in defiance of the 
State. Counter-economics is the practice and study of counter-economic acts.4 With these definitions in 
mind, we can explore these topics in-depth. 

Principles

The State is seen as the worst enemy of the agorist because the State has institutionalized and 
legitimized in the eyes of the masses the initiation of coercion and violence as the primary means of 
solving disputes and achieving submission to their rule.5 This coercion and violence destabilizes 
communities, impedes free trade, and holds back the progress of humanity on all fronts. Statism affects 
not only the agents, politicians, and bureaucrats commonly associated with the State, but also various 
supporters of and participants in the State apparatus: volunteers, informants, political party members, 
lobbyists, corporations and their executives; virtually all who willingly participate in various State-run 

1 “New Libertarian Manifesto,” by Samuel Edward Konkin III, Preface to the Second Edition, page 12 of the Fourth (25th 

Anniversary) Edition, KoPubCo Publishing, 2006. 
2 “An Agorist Primer,” by Samuel Edward Konkin III, pages 17-18 of the first paperback printing, KoPubCo Publishing 

2009
3 “New Libertarian Manifesto,” by Samuel Edward Konkin III, page 17 of the Fourth (25th Anniversary) Edition, 

KoPubCo Publishing, 2006. “Justly acquired property” is a contentious phrase which SEKIII did not include in the cited, 
paraphrased definition, and a discussion on just what constitutes “justly acquired property” could take up a whole 
volume in and of itself; for the purposes of  this discussion, we shall define “justly acquired property” as: property which 
has been acquired by mixing one's labor with unowned resources, property which has been acquired by way of voluntary 
exchange with another person, or property which has been acquired by reclaiming unjustly acquired property from a 
thief. 

4 “An Agorist Primer,” by Samuel Edward Konkin III, page 45 of the first paperback printing, KoPubCo Publishing 2009
5 The State has also been defined as “the systematization of the predatory process over a given territory,” which applies 

not only to the criminal gang which organizes itself in the public political sphere, but also applies in varying degrees to 
“private” criminal gangs such as the Mafia, Triads, Yakuza, Crips, Bloods, etc, who maintain their own private law and 
utilize violence and coercion to settle disputes and enforce submission [“Anatomy of the State,” Murray Rothbard, 
Ludwig von Mises Institute]. 



schemes are a part of the State, for their consent and support is what gives the State any power at all.6 
Statism is a state of mind, a belief that initiating coercion and violence against others is okay, which 
must be overcome in order to rid the world of its influence. Because the State maintains its power by a 
multi-pronged approach – propaganda, mythology, psychological warfare, surveillance, violence, and 
coercion – any approach to defeating the State must also be multi-pronged; counter-education, counter-
propaganda, counter-economics, counter-surveillance, and even defensive violence in limited 
circumstances are some of the tactics necessary to defeat the State in theory and practice.7

Agorism is a philosophy which seeks to rid society of the State by using market means to 
replace institutions historically controlled by the State and conduct business outside of the realm of 
State intervention. The agorist chooses this philosophy due to a recognition of the inconsistency and 
futility in using the State-run political system to rid society of the State. To quote architect, inventor, 
and systems theorist Buckminster Fuller, “You never change things by fighting the existing reality. To 
change something, build a new model that makes the existing model obsolete.” This idea is at the core 
of agorist philosophy. 

By creating alternative institutions to those run by the State, the agorist is literally creating the 
stateless society they want to live in and easing the transition from the old to the new. An example of 
an alternative institution would be a private product certification agency which rates the quality and 
consistency of goods sold in a given industry. Rather than relying on the State to ensure production 
quality and protect consumers, it is the private agency which does this and is compensated by its 
customers - the producers or a coalition of consumers - in the process. This practice does not only 
apply to regulatory agencies. Private security forces, healthcare clinics, schools, libraries, fire 
departments, dispute resolution or contract enforcement organizations, and charities are all examples of 
alternatives to State institutions. Because the State often does such a poor job managing the public form 
of these institutions, they are ripe for competition - a great opportunity for the agorist to show their 
community that markets are superior to statism, that bottom-up organization is superior to top-down.

Counter-economics, or activity which takes place outside of the sphere of State intervention, is 
the other half of agorist activity. This involves participation in black or gray markets in order to avoid 
State taxation and regulation. The effect here is twofold: one, to starve the State of tax and licensing 
revenue, thus hastening its demise, and two, to imitate conditions as they would exist in a Stateless 
society. After all, no one pays taxes or licensing fees to a State in a Stateless society. Much of this book 
will focus on tools and tactics which will help the agorist avoid detection when participating in black or 
gray markets while highlighting successful examples of agorism in practice.

6 Some have argued that lobbying is a legitimate activity which seeks to mitigate the threat of State power by educating 
politicians about the dangers associated with State interventions. The reality is that any libertarian lobbyist will be 
outspent and/or outvoted by whatever organization opposes/ supports the policy in question. A paradox must be 
addressed by anyone who thinks lobbying is an effective tactic for diminishing State power: if a political representative 
truly attempts to legislate according to the majority of their constituents' viewpoints, then a libertarian will lose when in 
the minority political position. If libertarianism is the majority political position, then no lobbyist would be necessary 
because by then the State will have lost a substantial amount of power anyways. Certain niche issues may prove to be 
rare exceptions, but that is hardly an argument in favor of the vast resources necessary to effectively lobby at every level 
of political representation. 

7 Using violence in any way not consistent with libertarianism is forbidden. Most cases where violence against the State 
could be morally justified (such as defending one's family during a raid by State agents) are tantamount to suicide, 
would lead to a tarring and feathering of the liberty activist movement in the media, and severe blowback by State 
agents, and thus would not be a winning tactic. The ends we seek to achieve as agorists and libertarians is a world of free 
trade and non-violent dispute resolution; these are therefore the means we will use on a daily basis to consistently 
achieve these ends. 



Vision

The vision which agorists seek to manifest is the dissolution of the State in favor of voluntary, 
market-driven institutions for societal benefit. Konkin described how he envisioned this taking place in 
“New Libertarian Manifesto,” using four phases to explain how society would get from here 
(ubiquitous statism) to there (the libertarian, agorist society).7 

In Phase Zero: A Zero Density Agorist Society, we start where society has been for most of 
human history: no agorists exist, and there are only a few libertarian thinkers and practicing counter-
economists. The transition to Phase One: A Low-Density Agorist Society involves the organization of 
counter-economic libertarians into small factions, and a general split between the agorists and the 
political Libertarians. Pockets of Agorism start to form as agorists begin to draw supporters away from 
the political sphere and into the counter-economic sphere. “Radicalizing the libertarians, and evolving 
the New Libertarian Alliance” is all that can be realistically accomplished in this phase.8 

In Phase Two: A Mid-Density, Small Condensation Agorist Society, statists begin to take notice 
of the agorist threat. Where libertarians could previously be pushed into statist positions such as voting 
or lobbying, they are now acting consistently with their end-goals. Agorists make up a large fraction of 
society, with many counter-economists and libertarian-leaning individuals serving as a support base 
which helps to ward off a massive State crackdown. Acting in ways seen as consistent with the non-
aggression principle will be socially expedient, and will be the norm in popular culture. 

In Phase Three: A High-Density, Large Condensation Agorist Society, the State begins to 
capsize as the Agorist society pulls resources away and gains territories. During this critical period, it is 
important for the agorists “to maintain vigilance and purity of thought,” so as not to be co-opted or 
have popular opinion turn against them.9 Agorist insurance companies and protection syndicates will be 
able to defend their customers from sporadic attacks launched by the State in a last ditch effort to 
maintain control. Starved of tax revenue, respect, and influence, the State will lose their best talent to 
the successful Agorist enterprises. In this phase, the State has all but lost the war on peace. 

In Phase Four, there exists an Agorist Society with Statist impurities. It is not likely that any 
society will ever experience pure freedom, where there is zero initiation of force or coercion. Social 
institutions formed by the agorists throughout the first three phases will be able to prevent or mitigate 
many possible scenarios where violence could occur; for the times that coercion or violence does occur, 
the agorist insurance and protection agencies will exist to provide compensation to the victim(s) and 
bring the perpetrator to justice. Statists who previously made a career of initiating coercion and force 
will have to pay restitution to their victims as part of their re-integration into society, or else face 
ostracism from the agorist community they now inhabit. Without a State to create endless lists of 
“crimes,” actual crime plummets as previously underground black market activity moves above-ground 
into markets where disputes can have open, peaceful resolution. Statism has all but ceded itself to 
liberty.

7 Technically five phases; Phase Zero does not count as a phase. “New Libertarian Manifesto,” by Samuel Edward Konkin 
III, pages 60-67 of the Fourth (25th Anniversary) Edition, KoPubCo Publishing, 2006.

8 “New Libertarian Manifesto,” by Samuel Edward Konkin III, page 63 of the Fourth (25th Anniversary) Edition, 
KoPubCo Publishing, 2006.

9 Ibid. pg 65
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